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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 20
SPIRITUAL STRENGTH
‘And the Lord shewed me four carpenters.’

Zechariah 1:20
Carpenters are very useful members of the community. Our text shows us that there is a place for him, and a very important place, too. Happy for us that God has His carpenters, or we should fare but badly in our spiritual conflicts.

Let us think a little about these mysterious workmen, and notice that—

I. God’s carpenters are needed.—How great the need of them was and is the imagery of the vision will show. There was something else besides carpenters to be seen in it. ‘Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns (Zechariah 1:18). What are the horns? Well, they are not friendly, that is certain. Let us look at these enemies more closely, and inquire, first, as to

Their source. The horns the prophet saw were four in number. Some suppose that there is a reference here to the four great world-powers which successively oppressed the Jewish people.

Certainly the sources of the Church’s woe are manifold and varied. It is not difficult to name four horns which rend and tear the Church in every age. What shall we say to sin, Satan, the world, and death? Are not these universal foes?

Sin! What a foe it is to peace; unforgiven sin! And indwelling sin—the flesh with its affections and lusts—is not this a horn?

Close upon the heels of sin comes Satan. It is still true that ‘the dragon is wroth with the woman, and goes forth to make war with the residue of her seed, who keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ’ (Revelation 12:17).

Then there is the opposition of the World. ‘Marvel not, my brethren,’ said the Apostle, ‘if the world hate you’ (1 John 3:13). ‘If the world hate you,’ said the Master, ‘ye know that it hated Me before it hated you’ (St. John 15:18). If you have never experienced the hatred of the world, you have good reason to question whether you are a servant of Christ at all.

It is quite true that you can’t put down certain things in a ring fence, and say that everything outside that fence is worldly. Some people do, forgetting that worldliness is really life apart from God, and that, therefore, it can follow us, like the atmosphere, anywhere. Yet it remains true that pleasures and pursuits in which God seems out of place, form no inconsiderable part of that world which you and I are pledged to overcome.

Be on your guard against it, for it is a horn indeed; a pushing, powerful, and yet subtle, unconscious influence.

Lastly, there is Death! Yes, Death! What a horn is Death! In our last chapter we dwelt a little on his power. We must be delivered from him, or we shall be all our lifetime subject to bondage.

But now to turn for a moment from the sources of this opposition to its general

Character. The opposition to the Church of Christ has some characteristics which never change. The horns are always pushing, proud, powerful, persecuting, but in other respects how widely do they differ!

There is the horn of ritualism, with its sacerdotal claims, and its dishonour to the one Sacrifice of Calvary.

There is the horn of rationalism, undermining the veracity of Scripture, and casting contempt on our Lord’s own testimony concerning it.

There is the horn of materialism, which refuses to admit the supernatural, and bids its votaries live for the pleasures and pursuits of the passing hour. ‘Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die.’

There are the horns of animalism and profligacy, daring to say, ‘Evil, be thou my good’; and, like Goliath of old, defying God’s Israel to their face. Here are different forms of evil; but the spirit which actuates them is the same.

But now as to the effect of all this opposition. How far did the horns prevail? ‘No man did lift up his head.’ So it has often been since. The history of the Church, and of the individual Christian, furnishes ample illustrations of just such straits. Again and again it has seemed as if the powers of evil must prevail. But the fortunes of the Church are modelled upon those of her Founder. The path to victory lies through seeming defeat. ‘Out of death comes life.’ ‘When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him’ (Isaiah 59:19).

II. God’s carpenters are provided.—‘The Lord shewed me four carpenters. Then said I, What come these to do? And He spake, saying, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over Judah to scatter it’ (Zechariah 1:21).

Four carpenters. What shall we say of them? First, that the help which God provides is suitable. These men were skilled workmen. They knew how to deal with horns. No doubt they had their tools with them. They brought their saws, and axes, and hammers, and would soon shear off the horns.

Depend upon it, when God wants to fray a horn He knows where to find a carpenter. God’s instruments are suitable instruments, they are perfectly adapted for the work they have to do. God makes no mistakes. He never puts square pegs into round holes. He knows how to prepare the man for the work, and the work for the man.

But again, we learn from the story that God’s help is seasonable. These carpenters made their appearance just at the right moment. Their arrival was most opportune. God’s help always is. It is often late, but never too late. Finally, I observe that God’s help is sufficient. There were four carpenters, one for each horn.

God forgets nothing and omits nothing. ‘His work is perfect.’ He does not send three carpenters to hammer four horns; He does not give you grace for six trials and then fail you in the seventh. He does not strengthen you against one temptation, and then leave you in the lurch to shift for yourself with another. Not so. Christ is a perfect Saviour. Carpenters, did we say? Why, ‘is not this the Carpenter?’ Is not Christ the Alpha and the Omega, and His people’s salvation? Is He not made to us Wisdom, Righteousness, Sanctification, and Redemption? Certainly He is; and there is nothing too hard for Him. And note, it is by the Cross He saves. Here is His axe and His hammer and His saw. ‘No wound hath the soul that His blood cannot cure.’

It is by His Cross that He frays the horns. It is by the Cross the enmity of the natural heart is slain (Romans 6:6). It is by the Cross the world is overcome (Galatians 6:14). It is by the Cross the prince of this world is cast out (St. John 12:31). By this we conquer. Yes, there is a carpenter for every horn.

There is one thing more. ‘The Lord shewed me four carpenters.’

III. God’s carpenters must be revealed.—How was it that the prophet did not see them earlier? How is it that we so often do not see them? It is not because they are not there; it is because our eyes are dull of vision. What must we do if we are to behold the Divine resources? What did the prophet do? ‘Then lifted I up mine eyes.’

Elevation. That is the first step. Lift up your eyes. It is useless to cast them on the ground. From whence should my help come?’ Why, from Him Who made the hills, and Who keepeth truth for ever. Lift up your eyes, and if there is no help for you on earth, perhaps you will see it in heaven. ‘I lifted up mine eyes and looked.’

Contemplation. That is the second condition. Not a careless, heedless glance, but a steady, serious gaze. It is not enough to take a hurried peep into the heavenly mirror; you must give time and prayer, you must stoop down—down on your knees to look, and you shall not look in vain.

Illumination. This was the third point. ‘He will show you things to come.’ He showed the prophet the carpenters. They were there before, but his eyes were holden that he could not see them. It is illumination we want. ‘The eyes of our understanding must be enlightened,’ or we shall never know ‘what is the exceeding greatness of His power to usward who believe.’

Then there will be but one thing more. It is interpretation. The God Who reveals must decipher the mysteries He unfolds. It is not enough to have a vision; we must, like Daniel, and our prophet here, and Peter, in the house of Cornelius, in later days, be made to understand the vision, otherwise we shall miss the way after all. He Who speaks must interpret His message to our hearts, and then we shall not listen in vain.

—Rev. E. W. Moore.

Illustration
‘Oh, child of God! There have been many horns which have scattered thee. Year after year they have wrought sad havoc in thy plans, and cost thee bitter tears. But thine Almighty Friend is very displeased with them that they have wrought so great a disaster, more than was necessary, and now they shall be frayed. When discipline has fulfilled its purpose, it is stayed; when the refining fire has purged out the dross, the smith no longer blows it with the bellows; when the winnowing fan has ridden the wheat of the chaff, there is no need to winnow it further against the evening breeze. “Comfort ye, comfort ye, My people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and say unto her that her warfare is accomplished, her iniquity pardoned, for she hath received of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.”’

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1-2
‘A MAN WITH A MEASURING LINE’
‘I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, and behold a man with a measuring line in his hand. Then said I, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof.’

Zechariah 2:1-2
It was a difficult time in Jewish history. People were coming back from the Captivity. They had to rebuild Jerusalem, to restore the Temple, to make a new nation, as it were, out of the old fragments that were left. No wonder that hearts failed on all sides. Zechariah rises to meet these evils, vision after vision passes before his eyes, and among these visions there is this man of the measuring line, the cautious man, the prudent man, the calculating man. ‘What is the good? You can do nothing. What can you poor people do to build a city like the old Jerusalem—to guard it, to fence it round, to make its ramparts strong? You must be cautious and careful, you must take heed what you are about lest you fail.’ Very useful are such counsels in life, but they may be overdone. Prudent worldliness has not much room in the household of God.

I. Think of what faith has done.—Take the case of the Apostles, when Jesus said unto them, ‘Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature’; or when He added, ‘beginning at Jerusalem.’ I can fancy the man with the measuring line there saying, ‘What can you do here in Jerusalem among the learned scribes and righteous Pharisees, you poor Galilæan fishermen? What can you do? You had better hold your tongues. You will not succeed.’ Or afterwards, ‘What! Do you think you will capture Rome, the greatest power in the world, the capital of the greatest empire that was ever seen? Better try humbler things, my friends, than that.’ But the Twelve went on calmly, quietly, facing the odds, content to do little so long as they did it, satisfied if only they were walking in the Master’s steps, laying foundation stones for others to build on after they were gone. On they went, because all the while they felt that God was with them, and that He would not fail. Just as Zechariah the prophet was sustained by the recollection of what God had done for Israel, so the Apostles, with the whole history of the past before their eyes, recollecting what the history of Jerusalem had been, went on calmly, quietly, just doing the work that lay straight before them, attempting no great things, hoping no great things, but just trying to fulfil their Master’s command.

II. Think of what faith can do.—How many of us are disposed to say, ‘Well, what can we do?’ We want, perhaps, to achieve a character, we would like to be good people. We want to be men of faith, like St. Paul; men of zeal, like St. Peter; men of love, like St. John: but we feel we never can attain to it. We are so ill-tempered, unbelieving, unconcerned, and indifferent. What can we do? What is the use of our trying? The man with the measuring line, our own doubting hearts this time, our own prudence, perhaps, suggests how little we can do, how useless it all is. Why should we attempt more? Nevertheless it is good for us to remember that the history of the saints has been the history of small things, small efforts, small hopes, of small prayers. Every prayer tells, every hope is answered, every act of faith becomes a victory, if not for ourselves for those who come after. Go on struggling, and by and by when a great crisis comes, as such crises come in every human life, when you have to be tried for what you are, before God and man, you will find that strength, and faith, and zeal are abundant, and love cannot fail. You have won without knowing it the topmost rung, you have built the tower stone by stone. Perhaps we desire to do something while we are here to leave the world a little brighter than we found it. The man with the measuring line at our side is ready to say, ‘You have no ability, your friends want your time, they do not want you to spend it in doing other work.’ You feel all incapable, you are not learned enough, you do not know enough, you have not the gifts. You have just the spirit of a person that the measuring line would keep back, but the spirit of Christ would push forward. Go forward, Christian brother, Christian sister, go forward in your work for God, whatever it be. Your conscience demands it of you. Do not let the measuring line of prudence and calculation and over-safety keep you back.

—Rev. Prebendary Shelford.

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE ADVERSARY
‘And He shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at His right hand to resist Him.’

Zechariah 3:1
The vision of Zechariah appears to us in its secondary and broader interpretation to be a solemn picture of what is now going on in the Church of Christ. We may trace its reality in the dispensation of the Gospel.

I. Our first illustration of the text will he taken from the manifestation of Christ to the Gentile world.—It is impossible to explain the perpetual strife between truth and error without seeing in fact that which Zechariah beheld in ecstatic trance: ‘Jesus the High Priest, and Satan standing at His right hand.’

II. In this prophetic vision Satan is depicted not as an open enemy of the high priest, but as standing at his right hand—not, that is, occupying the position of a confessed foe, but of a false friend.—And just similar has been the resistance of Satan to the Kingdom of Christ.

—Bishop Woodford.

Illustration
‘From the hour Satan was cast out of heaven, he has been the adversary of God, the antagonist of good, and the accuser of the brethren. He discovers the weak places in character, and thrusts at them; the secret defects of the saints, and proclaims them from the housetop; the least trace of disloyalty, inconsistency, or mixture of motive: and flaunts it before God’s angels. He is keen as steel, and cruel as hell. Ah, it is awful to think with what implacability he rages against us.’

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 6
THE HOLY SPIRIT’S WORK
‘Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.’

Zechariah 4:6
We speak of this Person and that of the Holy Trinity as distinct, but in their work they are the same. The Holy Spirit cries, ‘Abba, Father!’ in our hearts, and takes of Christ, and shows Him to us.

I. First, why are we justified in believing that the Holy Spirit should be present working in our midst?—And I must ask you to throw your minds back for a few moments to the earliest records that we have of the Holy Spirit’s work. Let us recall the time when this earth was chaos, when it was still, as we may say, in solution, and we are told the Spirit of God brooded on the face of the waters. When we are asked how this cosmos, this Divine order, this beautiful world which we see to-day was brought out of that chaos, we may say it is the work of the Holy Spirit.

We go on, and we come to the Old Testament time of the Prophets. What do we see the Holy Spirit do then? Man after man He takes, often of the roughest kind, men of no education; but the Spirit of the Lord comes upon this man and that, and uses him for His work. And there is no understanding how these simple, uneducated men did such marvellous work, unless they did it by the power of the Holy Spirit. Then came the next work of the Holy Spirit. God’s great revelation is at hand. But who is to prepare for the mighty Incarnation? Who is to work it out? Who is to bring it to pass? ‘The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High shall overshadow thee; and the Holy Thing that shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.’

The Incarnation is the work of the Holy Spirit. The Incarnate Son comes forth upon His ministry. In whose power is He to resist temptation? In whose power is he to work His miracles? In whose power is He to preach? We are told that he went in the power of the Spirit to preach the Word. He worked His miracles in the power of the Holy Ghost. The Spirit driveth Him into the wilderness. ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor.’ And yet all the time the Incarnate Son of God points on to an even more intimate nearness of the Holy Spirit. ‘He is with you,’ He says, ‘but He shall be in you.’ ‘It is expedient for you that I go away, for if I go not away the Holy Spirit will not come.’ ‘I will not leave you orphans, I will come to you.’

And then comes that wonderful day, the birthday of the Christian Church. Any one who watches the work of Pentecost must acknowledge the power of God the Holy Ghost, and the promise was fulfilled. Has He gone back to heaven? Has there been a day on which we commemorate the return of God the Holy Ghost to heaven? Thank God there has not. The whole history of the Christian Church is one great evidence of the presence of the power of the Holy Ghost.

II. What, then (that brings me to the second question), if we are certain that He is here, what should we be expecting Him to do in the parish and individual soul, if He is at work among us?—First, in the parish at large, if the Holy Ghost has had free scope among you there must be a growing unity year after year, because the Holy Ghost is the Spirit of Love. There must be more harmony between Church-workers, less and less friction, if the Holy Ghost is at work, between Christians. Ever unceasingly is the Holy Ghost trying to make Christians love one another. ‘Now abideth,’ He ever whispers, ‘Faith, Hope, Love, these three; but the greatest of these is Love.’ If the Holy Ghost is working among you there must be an ever-increasing mission zeal among you every year, more and more determination, at any sacrifice, to spread the kingdom of Jesus Christ in this world; you will have been interested in your own business, but ten times more interested in the business of the Kingdom of God. There will be a more generous devotion to mission work, a keener interest to know whether that tribe or nation is coming in to hear the Gospel or not. The Holy Ghost, if He is at work, and allowed full work, spreads undying mission zeal among God’s people.

05 Chapter 5 

06 Chapter 6 

07 Chapter 7 

Verse 11-12
DEAF EARS AND HARD HEARTS
‘They refused to hearken … they made their hearts as an adamant stone.’

Zechariah 7:11-12
I. I can ‘refuse to hearken’ to God in Jesus Christ. What an awful power is this with which my will is invested!—It is perfectly true that, in all instances of salvation God is the supreme and efficient Agent. He seeks the soul. He awakens in it the sense of fear, of shame, of restlessness, of longing. By His Word and His Spirit He enlightens it in the knowledge of Christ. He bends and breaks its stubbornness, its disobedience, its self-satisfaction. He persuades and enables it to embrace Jesus Who is offered to it in the Gospel.

But, none the less, the soul is free to resist and reject Him. Beyond question, it can ‘refuse to hearken.’ There is a mighty Redeemer and a sufficient redemption, but I must, for myself, appropriate it and Him. There are the wings of the Shechinah; but I must, for myself, hide underneath their shadow. God will not compel me to be saved against my own desire and resolve. He asks for a ‘willing people’ in the day of His power.

II. What does God require of me?
(1) The true word. Execute true judgment! He says; and it is a command not simply for the magistrate, but for every one. I must hate all falsehood. I must neither depreciate or exaggerate. I must not speak in tones of seeming courtesy, while I am hiding hatred in my heart. The thing that is, the verdict that ought to be given, the characterisation which errs neither by wilful excess nor by wilful defect: that is what my lips must declare.

(2) The kindly deed—this also God asks. And the charitable thought too. Let none of you, He enjoins, imagine evil against his brother in your heart. Ah, my Lord, Thy law is very searching and spiritual. It pierces deep. It takes cognisance of my motives and wishes and unspoken desires. Thou dost weigh the feelings and qualities of my soul in Thy balances. Let me remember it; and create Thou in me the clean heart, and renew the right spirit.

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 5
THE CITY AND THE CHILD
‘And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof.’

Zechariah 8:5
According to the prophet’s interpretation of the City of God, little children and old people are the greatest blessings of a nation, and the surest test of its government. A world without old people and little children would be an intolerable and impossible world. In their helplessness they appeal to all that is best in our nature, and the attitude to that appeal reveals both people and government. If childhood is pure, happy, and safe, and old age contented and peaceful, there is not much wrong with the nation, but if childhood is neglected, and old age despised, the curse of God is not far off.

I. The child in the wicked city.—The prophet’s vision of the city laid waste is full of cruelty, wretchedness, and sin. Irreligion and lawlessness wrought mischief with open hand and brazen face. Justice refused to listen to the complaint of the weak, and withheld its hand from the punishment of the strong. Oppression, heartlessness, and poverty inevitably follow in the track of godlessness. The defenceless were plundered with impunity, the suffering falling most heavily upon widows and orphans, strangers and cripples. They cried in vain to those who ought to have been their helpers; therefore the Lord became their avenger. The whirlwind came, and desolation filled the land. God is not indifferent to the cry of the oppressed, and in every land wickedness, corruption, and cruelty are the forerunners of doom. But in the avenging calamity, as in the course of transgression, the helpless are the greatest sufferers. In days of distress and in times of wickedness the streets are safe only for the strong.

Happily our own land knows nothing of famine and war. Such terrible scenes as the prophet witnessed are unknown in our favoured land, but the cry of the children and the moan of the aged are not unheard in the land. A large proportion of our old people are paupers, lacking all that old age needs of comfort and freedom from care. The children of our streets are overcrowded and underfed. They are exposed to perils greater than those of hunger. Who can tell the lot of a child born in a city slum and thrust into the streets to fend for itself? The intemperance, the gambling, the lust, the squalor, the vice thrust upon the child familiarise the mind with the sordid and brutal, and fit it for a life of crime. When childhood is neglected the nation is lost.

II. The return of the Lord—The return of the Lord changed the character of the city and the condition of its people. Mark the order: ‘I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; Jerusalem shall be called the City of Truth; and the mountain of the Lord of Hosts the Holy Mountain.’ The return of the Lord restores truth, and truth establishes holiness. The character of the people is changed, and immediately their condition begins to improve. Prosperity returns. Religion solves the problem of the unemployed. The curse of the land has disappeared with the poverty and misery of the people. They hunger no more, neither is the voice of repining heard in the streets. Is this ancient history? Does not righteousness in every age secure the peace and prosperity of a people? And is not the fruit of goodness first seen in the life of childhood and old age? When Pastor Hsi was converted he brought his heathen mother-in-law under his own roof that he might see to her comfort; and in Rossendale, when a drunken quarryman gave his heart to God, and the family got a decent dinner, the children danced on the pavement, shouting, ‘Daddie’s converted, and we’ve sheep’s head for dinner.’ The true remedy for bad trade is a return to righteousness, and the best cure for poverty is a revival of religion. When the Lord returns the land smiles, and the people sing.

III. The city of God.—No city can realise the Divine intention that does not make provision for progress and defence. The young man with the surveyor’s measuring line is rebuked and stopped. ‘Jerusalem shall be inhabited without walls.’ There must be room to expand. Crowded populations foster disease and breed corruption. Cities are no longer to be fortresses, but places of peace and toil. There must be freedom to come and go. The straitened life within city walls, with its narrow streets and unhealthy areas, must give place to a larger, fuller, and diviner life. What a vision of fields and gardens, peace and contentment, happiness and beauty is presented in the city without walls and gates, guns and slums! Cities, not compounds or labour colonies, but an aggregation of homes where strong men work, and old folks sit with folded hands and smiling faces, while the young ones make merry in its streets; the whole population secure and happy in the defence of the Holy Presence, which is as a wall of fire round about.

IV. The child in the city of God.—There is nothing in the city so important as the child. An impoverished childhood means an emaciated nation, and an imperilled childhood a degraded nation. As the child is, the State will be. The prophet says they shall play in the streets—not work in them. Play, not work is the prerogative of the child. Whose heart has not been touched on a winter’s night to see pinched and tired children hard at work when they ought to have been in bed? Such things ought not to be. Childhood is the time to dwell in lands peopled with fairies, and in homes without fear. The streets ought to be fit for them to play in. They must be free from physical danger to the helpless, and without moral peril to the innocent. When the streets of the city are safe for the children they will be good enough for everybody else.

What about our cities? Are we making them fit for the children, and places of contentment for the aged? Or are old age and childhood counters in a political game? Are we caring for the child or wrangling over him? Are we making straight paths for innocent feet, or are we allowing traps to be laid in the streets for their destruction? The child is the standard of judgment. By the safety and happiness of the innocent shall all things be judged. Whosoever despises the child shall surely be cursed. In the salvation of the child the nation will be saved. God cares for every little child. It is not His will that one of them should perish. The first duty of the State is to care for the child, and the first duty of the Church is the salvation of the child.

Illustration
‘The life of a city, whatever may be its temptations, can never be lacking in interest. The Jerusalem of which the prophet Zechariah wrote would be a city of endless interest and variety. A letter had appeared in the papers, in which the writer said that for twelve years he had lived in London next door to a man whom he never saw. There were no neighbourly relations between them, but, at last, after these many years, his little boy broke a pane of glass in the neighbour’s house, and he called to apologise and pay for the damage. To his astonishment he discovered that the man was his first cousin. The prophet tells us that the heavenly Jerusalem shall be as a town without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein. There shall be no walls barring neighbours from each other.’

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 12
PRISONERS OF HOPE
‘Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare that I will render double unto thee.’

Zechariah 9:12
The prophet is speaking to those who are emphatically called ‘Christ’s prisoners,’ those for whom, by His kingly power, He has gone up on high, and given to them repentance, that He might make them spiritual captives.

I. No words could be framed more appropriate, or expressive of souls under spiritual distress, than those which the prophet here uses: ‘prisoners of hope.’—Why does the believer’s soul feel so fast bound and so miserable? He was not always so; but he has felt so ever since he began to hope, ever since a nobler and a loftier feeling came into his mind. From that hour, when the love of God first awoke in his soul, he has longed to go forth into a wider field than he can ever compass, and to expatiate on the image and the work and the glory of his God. Therefore, because his desires are so large, his soul feels so imprisoned. ‘Hope’ has made this world feel so narrow, his body so cumbersome, those sins so heavy, and that nature such a great hindrance.

II. The prisoners of hope should ‘turn to the stronghold,’ keep close to the Lord Jesus.—Pass your waiting time inside the fortress of Jesus. Let Him be your tower for ever, and in that stronghold He will bury your fears and keep your joys.

III. God Himself has graciously added the reason of the confidence of those who have by His grace exchanged the prison for the stronghold.—‘Even to-day do I declare that I will render double unto thee.’ It appears evident that in these words God is continuing the address which He was making in the preceding verse, and that He speaks to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is part of the engagement which the Father has made to the Son. When Christ sees of the travail of His soul He is satisfied, as when one delights in a purchase, and thinks that the price was not to be compared with the value received.

—Rev. Jas. Vaughan.

Illustration
‘The phrase, “Prisoners of Hope,” is a parable of life. We are all hemmed in by innumerable limitations—we need but to stretch out our hands to feel the walls of the prison. In the matter of intellect it is so; though now and again, inflated by the pride of present attainments, we are as children gathering pebbles on the shore whilst the vast ocean of truth rolls on untouched. We are also prisoners morally—attainment lags tamely behind aspiration; and finally, we are prisoners spiritually, for even a child can ask us questions about God which we cannot answer. The illusiveness of life is part of the discipline of life. We are prisoners of hope, and where there is hope everything is possible, even though it be hoping against hope. Hope turns the prison into a palace.’

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1
THE GIVER OF REVIVAL
‘Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain … so the Lord shall give showers.’

Zechariah 10:1
I. The giver of revival.—‘Ask of the Lord rain.’ Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause rain? Or can the heathen give showers. Art not Thou He, O Lord our God? Therefore we will wait upon Thee. With God is the residue of the Spirit, and He giveth not the Holy Spirit by measure. Master of the tides, the seasons, and the winds is He. He sendeth the springs into the valleys which run among the hills. He watereth the hills from His chambers; He sends forth His Spirit and renews the face of the earth. These are but parts of His ways—His ways in nature; but how much more is He the Giver of reviving showers in the spiritual realm?

II The time of revival.—The latter rain is needed to swell the corn. Without it the earth would not be able to yield her harvests in the vineyards and the fields. God is pledged therefore to provide for the works of His hands. Long observation has taught the Oriental that rain will come at a certain season of the year, because otherwise his operations must become abortive. What then shall we say of God’s work in His Church? May we not count on it? And when we have reached a certain point, and all our operations are at a standstill for want of His help, may we not turn to Him and say, ‘This is surely the time of the latter rain; we are trusting Thee not to fail!’

III. The instrumental means of revival.—‘Ask.’ The Lord will be inquired of for these things. The law of prayer must be called into operation. If only we could bring the whole Church to her knees, there would be no doubt as to the descending showers. If this age is near its close, may we not expect a Pentecost at the latter as at the former end? Ask the Lord for it!

11 Chapter 11 

Verse 2
THE LESSONS OF CALAMITY
‘Howl, fir tree; for the cedar is fallen.’

Zechariah 11:2
Such words are universally applicable whenever calamity falls on those better or more exalted than ourselves; and such calamity may serve as a warning, teaching us to expect our own share of trouble.

I. If our blessed Saviour Himself be the first cedar tree on which we gaze, the cedar tree ‘smitten of God and afflicted,’ we may set in contrast the holiness and the suffering of the Mediator.—The holiness such that ‘He did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth’; the suffering such that ‘His visage was so marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men.’ What must sin be, what is hatefulness in God’s sight, if it were punished thus fearfully in the Person of Christ? Can you think that God will deal lightly with you, though He dealt thus sternly with His well-beloved Son, and that justice will not be rigid in exacting penalties from you, when it would not relax one tittle of its demands, though its Victim were the spotless, yea, even the Divine?

II. Not only was the Captain of our salvation made perfect through suffering, but the same discipline has been employed from the first in regard of all those whom God has conducted to glory.—There has been no more observable feature of the Divine dealings, whether under the patriarchal, legal, or Christian dispensation, than this of the employment of afflictions as an instrument of purification. It has not been found that any amount of piety has secured its possessor against troubles; on the contrary, the evidence has seemed the other way—piety has appeared to expose men to additional and severe trials. The fact is indisputable, that through much tribulation we must enter the Kingdom of Heaven. And we do not see that any fact should be more startling to those who are living without God, and perhaps secretly hoping for immunity at the last. If they survey the dealings of their Maker with this earth, they cannot deny that the cedar has been bent and blighted by the hurricane, while comparatively a scene of calm has been around the fir; and from this they are bound to conclude the great fact of a judgment to come. Surely the blows which descend on the righteous should make the wicked start! As the cedar bends and shakes, the fir tree should tremble. If anything can fill the impenitent with fear it should be the observing how God deals with His own faithful servants. It is probable enough that the wicked may be disposed to congratulate themselves on their superior prosperity—to look with pity, if not with contempt, on the righteous, as ‘the God Whom they serve seems to reward them with nothing but trouble.’ That can only be through want of consideration. Let the wicked but ponder the facts of the case, and there is nothing which should so excite their dread of the future as the present misery which falls to the lot of the good.

—Canon Melvill.

12 Chapter 12 

13 Chapter 13 

14 Chapter 14 

Verse 7
LIGHT AT EVENTIDE
‘At evening time it shall be light.’

Zechariah 14:7
There are two principles in this promise which, for the most part, regulate all the dealings of God. There is—

I. A principle of surprise.—God delights to frustrate human speculation. The day seems passing; the darkness deepening; night falling, when, in a moment, the light kindles into merciless lustre; ‘at evening time it shall be light.’ Thus human peace and reason are humbled, and God’s glory and love stand out alone and supreme.

II. The principle of patience.—The blessing waits till the ‘evening.’ You look for it in the morning watch, or you seek for it at midday, but it is nowhere to be found; it is ‘evening’ now; soon it will be night, when—lo! it is here. Do not doubt but that the morning’s gifts, be they what they may, are as nothing to the evening’s blessing. The sun may have been shining on you throughout the day, but still, ‘at evening time it shall be light.’

